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TEXTUAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL STUDIES 

IN OLDER SCOTS LITERATURE: 
 

SELECTED ESSAYS OF PRISCILLA BAWCUTT 
 

edited by 

Janet Hadley Williams 

 

 

This rich selection from the writings of Priscilla Bawcutt, the major scholar of Older Scots literature, 

both honours her achievement and provides authoritative guidance to all involved in the pleasures 

and challenges of medieval and early modern Scottish studies. 

 

The first five chapters, including a hitherto unpublished paper, gather her insights into how to 

examine, contextualize, and edit early poetic texts. Among her discussions are those on the 

importance of explanatory notes, the usefulness of fragments, the demands of transcription, and the 

need for objectivity when identifying supposed influences, date, or author. Bawcutt draws on a 

variety of texts, including Dunbar's "elrich fantasyis", Rolland's Court of Venus, and metrical Scottish 

charms to illustrate these aspects of editing. Two central chapters then give balance and coherence 

to the complex evidence of change in literary activities and tastes in early Scotland. First, an 

analytical survey of manuscript miscellanies, noting their diversity in size, condition, arrangement, 

copyists, owners, and purposes, offers many different ways to approach these compilations. 

Secondly, Bawcutt's study of one particular miscellany, the great five-part Bannatyne Manuscript, 

provides new information on the sources and authors of the many texts it contains and the diversity 

of their literary and cultural connections. Five further chapters combine textual and bibliographical 

studies with contextual explorations, into personal libraries, habits of reading, annotators, and book 

circulation within family groups, across borders, or over time. Among these illuminating essays are 

those on Gavin Douglas's imaginary library, and the influential first printed edition of his Eneados, 

both of increasing interest alongside the new edition of his translation. 

 

A full bibliography of Priscilla Bawcutt's publications is also included. 
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We are delighted to offer the volume to subscribers to a Tabula in Memoriam at a significant discount. 

Please see the form overleaf. 
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To be returned to Elizabeth McDonald (at the UK office) by: 30th June 2022 

 

Please send me         copy/copies of: Textual and Bibliographical Studies in Older Scots Literature: Selected 

Essays of Priscilla Bawcutt @ £15.00 ($25.00) plus postage, and include my name in the Tabula in Memoriam.  

Note: The full publication price will be £25.00 ($34.95). 

 

Postage prices will be: £3.70 UK (DPD)/£5.35 Europe (Surface Mail) 

£7.35 Rest of World (Surface Mail). US $13.95 (Surface Mail).   

Note:  Postage will be charged per copy if more than one copy required and sent to different addresses. 

 

Name as you wish it to appear in the Tabula in Memoriam (note that we do not usually include titles):  

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE: 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

[     ]  I enclose a cheque (payable to Boydell & Brewer Ltd) for £15.00/$25.00 plus postage per copy if sent to 

different addresses.   

 

[     ]   I wish to pay via credit card and would like to arrange for a member of the Business Services team to 

contact me* to make payment from either my Visa/MasterCard account for £15.00/$25.00 plus postage per 

copy if sent to different addresses.  

 

* A member of our Business Services team will contact you with a secure link by which you can pay online. 

 

 

ADDRESS DETAILS : BLOCK CAPITALS 

ADDRESS 

 

 

 

POSTCODE  

 

SIGNATURE 
 

 

TEL NO  

EMAIL  

 

DELIVERY ADDRESS DETAILS (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE): BLOCK CAPITALS 

ADDRESS 

 

 

 

POSTCODE  

 

Please include your telephone number or email address above so that we can contact you should we have any queries with 

your order. Thank you. Enquiries about subscriptions should be sent to Elizabeth McDonald, Emcdonald@boydell.co.uk. 

 

For further information on the book see our website:  

 

https://boydellandbrewer.com/9781897976470/textual-and-bibliographical-studies-in-older-scots-literature/ 




